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There are many things we value and are thankful for in life. Certainly, 

there should be no particular time for thankfulness. The Thanksgiving 

Holiday serves as the designated season for expressions of gratitude.  

We recognize that most of what we truly treasure and are thankful for 

cannot be bought. They are the intangibles in life that we all seek.  It 

has nothing to do with social status or financial and/or material 

possessions. We all want as part of our life what we can’t buy, i.e., 

love, peace, friendship, good health, sense of community and spiritual 

blessings.  The love of our family, home and community should also 

give us a feeling of fulfillment.   

 

As we move into the Holiday seasons be mindful of how much we 

appreciate you for having freely given your time, enthusiasm and 

talents to this community and Commission. We don’t take that 

commitment for granted. It is a true blessing to me and all you serve.  

 

“So often we dwell on the things that seem impossible rather on the 

things that are possible. So often we are depressed by what remains 

to be done and forget to be thankful for all that has been done.” 

-Marian Wright Edelman 

 

Have a Happy and Blessed Holiday Season. 

 

Best regards, 

 
Sylvia Scineaux-Richard, 

President 
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VILLAGE OF VERSAILLES APARTMENT COMPLEX 
 

The New Orleans East communities heard about an apartment complex, referenced as the 

Village of Versailles Project that was being developed in the Michoud/New Orleans East area.  

 

A group from ENONAC was privy to this information while they were attending a Louisiana 

Housing Corporation hearing in Baton Rouge in September concerning a different matter. While 

there, the members of the ENONAC delegation witnessed the approval of the bond request for 

funding of approximately 30 million dollars for the Village of Versailles Apartment Project, 

without any community input.  With no knowledge of any such project, the delegation was at a 

loss to act. 

 

At the next City of New Orleans Blight Stat meeting, a member of the East New Orleans 

community inquired about that project.  No one at that meeting seemed to know anything 

concerning the project.  A public record request was made and received by the Village de l’Est 

Improvement Association, which is the community where the project is slated to be developed. 

In the documents it was revealed that Ellen Lee, Director of Housing Policy for the City of New 

Orleans who sits on the Blight Stat board and also serves on the Board of Louisiana Housing 

Corporation (LHC), voted to approve the bond request for that project. 

 

Contacting a representative of the developer to inquire about the project, he stated that he was 

uninformed and unaware of the requirement to hold a public meeting with the affected 

community. Consequently, we were told the developer was planning a meeting with the 

community sometime in November. At this time we have not been contacted or received any 

information with a time or date. 

 

In the application process it states and it is expected that any developer coming to our area must 

hold a public meeting in the affected community. To our knowledge, this is the third such project 

in which a developer has tried to circumvent the process of proper community notification. 

 

Written by Ed Blouin 
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Citywide Neighborhood Summit 
 

The summit bringing neighborhood stakeholders from all parts of the City of New Orleans for a one-day professional 

development conference was held on November 14, 2015 at Dillard University. There were over 100 attendees who were served 

both breakfast and lunch as part of the five hour summit. 

 

The goal of the conference was to provide some of the necessary tools to build sustainable neighborhoods. As stated in the 

pamphlet, “the one day event focuses on three key components that contribute towards the creation of sustainable 

neighborhoods: prepared leaders, connected communities and effective strategies.”   

 

There were several different topics offered in the workshops, i.e., Discovering Community Leadership, Housing NOLA, 

Resilient NOLA, and Working Strategically with Government. There were representatives from most of the various City 

Departments which served as resources of information to answer questions. ENONAC Commissioners attending were Ellen 

Penny, Maxine Weaver, Dawn Hebert, Linda Williams and Sylvia Scineaux-Richard.  

 

  
Pictured above (left to right):Scineaux-Richard, Hebert,  

Weaver, Williams, Penny 

Pictured above (left to right): Blouin, Scineaux-Richard, Chief 

Harrison, Hebert, Busby, McWilliams 

 

Neighborhood Stakeholders Address Crime 
 

Neighborhood Stakeholders met with Police Chief Michael Harrison and Mayor Mitch Landrieu at the Lafitte Sojourner Truth 

Center to discuss the perception of insufficient crime protection. The Mayor opened the discussion reaffirming his commitment 

to provide whatever needed resources the city has to provide adequate protection to its residents. He noted that many of our 

youth are being drawn into criminal activity.  The city is trying to reach out with self-help programs, jobs and education to deter 

them from a life of crime. His message to young offenders, “We will help you if you let us but we’ll stop you if you make us.”  

He then introduced the Police Chief to talk about the new initiatives that have been implemented to control criminal activity.   

 

The Chief talked about the “Relentless Pursuit” concept. He stated that even though he has only been on the job 14 months he is 

reorganizing the department so it operates more efficiently. He acknowledged the difficulty to do that as he faces being short 

about 400 officers. He is working with local, state and federal agencies, FBI and Sheriff Departments coupled with the Multi-

Agency Gang Unit (MAGU) to control crime. He has implemented utilizing reserve officers to increase police presence and 

police force and passed off ancillary work to civilian employees. He has removed barriers that prevented qualified applicants 

easy access for job placement. The City Council has approved police pay increases for police recruits.  Consideration is being 

given to allow an alternative response to non-violent crimes, i.e., car accidents without injury, to free up time for police to 

respond quicker to criminal calls.  There is consolidation of 911 calls. There was a brisk discussion of ways to implement what 

different neighborhood leaders considered as their priorities in controlling crime in their community. ENONAC Commissioners 

who attended were: Arthur Busby, Sylvia Scineaux-Richard, Dawn Hebert, Marcia McWilliams, and Greg Hamilton. ENO 
activist Ed Blouin was also present.     

 

Written by Scineaux-Richard 
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ENONAC Collaborates with NOPD 7th District  

for Thanksgiving Baskets for Seniors  

The idea for senior baskets was initiated by ENONAC Commissioner Ellen Penny at a 

recent New Orleans Neighbors and Police Anti-Crime Council (NONPACC) community 

meeting. She suggested that ENONAC Commissioners get their neighbors to donate 

Thanksgiving baskets for seniors.   

 

This collaboration with the NOPD Seventh District was well received by Officer Eddie 

Dema and Sergeant N. Lane-Hart.  The idea was to gather food items that seniors need in 

the kitchen as well as personal items, such as soap, lotion, wipes, etc.  There was 

overwhelming agreement to collaborate with the police department to help with this 

senior citizen donation initiative.  Many from the various Commission East New Orleans 

neighborhoods were delivered to the 7th District police station.  ENONAC held their 

October 27, 2015 Commission Advisory Board (CAB) there meeting that night. 

 

This is another demonstration of ENONAC’s willingness to partner with the City 

Departments for the benefit of our community. 

 

 
 

ENONAC Commissioners with Officer Dema and members of the 7
th

 District  

(Photo courtesy of Cliff Robinson / neworleanseast.com) 
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  Education Candidate Forum 

 
 

ENONAC presented an Education Candidate forum on Tuesday, October 6, 2015 at 6:30 p.m. at St. Maria 

Goretti Community Center which was co-sponsored by Vietnamese Initiatives in Economic Training 

(VIET), African American Women of Purpose and Power (AAWPP), Bunny Friend Neighborhood 

Association, and Justice & Beyond. 

 

ENONAC values healthy families, strong communities and a sustainable future for the next generation. 

Education is the component that will ensure this happens. It is imperative for voters to have the knowledge 

base of the candidates to make informed decisions prior to going to the polls. 

 

The two candidates running for the Board of Elementary and Secondary Education (BESE) District 2 

position were Kira Orange Jones (incumbent) and Kara Tamara Washington. The Orleans Parish School 

Board (OPSB) District 1 candidates were John Brown Sr. (interim), Shawon Bernard, and Keith Barney. 

 

The event was well attended with about 75 residents. The Education Committee of ENONAC solicited 

questions and concerns from the community and developed questions focused on the three main areas of 

school operation and governance, academic accountability and fiscal management. Candidates also 

responded to questions from the audience generated that night moderated by Dr. Roslyn Smith, former 

principal, adjunct professor and current president and CEO of an independent educational consultant 

company.   

 

The committee wants to thanks to Dr. George Amedee, professor of Political Science at Southern University 

of New Orleans, for providing student volunteers who assisted at the forum. Robert Bell, Bernell St Cyr, 

Ann Legaux and Kim Hypolite (Education Committee members) want to thank the community who came 

out and stayed until the very end. 

 

Written by Kim Hypolite 
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ENONAC congratulates our  

newly elected representatives  

of New Orleans East! 
 

 

Wesley Bishop 
Senate, District 4 

 

Jimmy Harris 
State Representative, District 99 

 

John Bagneris 
State Representative, District 100 

 

Kira Orange Jones 
Board of Elementary & Secondary Education, District 2 

 

John Brown Sr. 
Orleans Parish School Board District 1 

 
 

We are looking forward to working with you  
to make a better New Orleans East. 

 
 

Look to the East, New Orleans is Rising! 
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EAST NEW ORLEANS NIGHT OUT AGAINST CRIME – OCTOBER 13, 2015 

HIGHLIGHTS 
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DID YOU KNOW 

 

 East New Orleans residents Sylvia Scineaux-Richard, Clyde McCoy, and Lisa Domino graduated on November 18, 

2015 from the City of New Orleans, Civic Leadership Academy. This course of eight weeks of classes prepares 

resident stakeholders to serve on a City of New Orleans Board or Commission and is a way to volunteer and get 

involved with the city.  Dawn Hebert and Ann Legaux completed the course last year.  

 Commissioner Carroll Denesse’s daughter, Kimberly Denesse, is the author/playwright of the stage play “Mirror 

Images”.  Opening night debut is December 4, 2015 at Cafe Istanbul on St. Claude in the Bywater. Two other 

showings are: December 5 and December 6 at Wonderland Studios on St. Bernard Ave.   Contact Carroll Denesse at 

504-320-6044 or 504-214-3700.       

 Commissioner Derrick M. Francis (Lake Bullard) invites the community to check out the new Lake Bullard Entrance 

sign                      

 Lake Forest Charter School Scheduled to open early December 2015. Recently  they held their “Cocktails & Blues” 

fundraiser at the East New Orleans Lakefront Airport (pictures below)  

  
Heisser, Scineaux-Richard, Early, Judge Knott, Blackmon, Pounds Heisser, Scineaux-Richard, Nguyen, Judge Knott 

 

COMMUNITY INFO 

 December 18, 2015, 8:00- 12 midnight, Crystal Palace - ENONAC Annual Holiday Extravaganza. Hurry! Get your 

tickets by deadline November 30, 2015 for reserved tables.   Don’t be left out! Tickets can be purchased from the 

ENONAC office at 218-5949 or your HOA Presidents. More info at www.enonac.org  

 Dec 1, 2015, 6:00 PM - Entergy to host meeting to discuss New Orleans proposed Solar Project  

 December 8, 2015 5:00pm-Special Public Hearing NEIGHBORHOOD PARTICIPATION PROGRAM (NPP) - to 

consider modifications to the NPP to further enhance early notification and the dissemination of information related to 

development projects.  

 December 12, 2015, 11-2pm, St. Maria Goretti - ENONAC co-sponsors Toys for Tots Christmas Give away.            

 New Orleans Hamburger and Seafood Restaurant (at corner of Bullard and I-10) and is scheduled to open early 2016

 

  

  

The East New Orleans Neighborhood Advisory Commission (ENONAC) holds its General Meetings on the second Tuesday of each 

month.  The Commission Advisory Board (CAB) of ENONAC holds a planning session on the last Tuesday of each month.  Executive Board 

meetings are held every other month.  Meetings are usually held at 6:00pm at St. Maria Goretti Community Center, 7300 Crowder Blvd., New 

Orleans, LA 70127.  All meetings are open to the Public.  Meeting notices are posted on ENONAC’s office door at 7100 Read Blvd., Suite 201, 

New Orleans, LA 70127. Join Us on our mission to make New Orleans East the most desired community in which to live, work and play 
 

Newsletter design by NOELA Services, LLC. Newsletter content by Sylvia Scineaux-Richard. 

 

 

http://www.enonac.org/
http://enonac.org/contact_enonac.htm

